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Niseko base 6am: - 5 °C, 10cm snowfall but large development of
snowdrifts. Moiwa800m: strong winds with snowdrift developments.
Annupuri1150m: -10°C, N20m/s, windswept. Hirafu1250m: -10°C,
strong winds. Kamui cape lighthouse: ENE8m/s, 1016hPa, 0.5m
waves.

Snowdrifts are developing drastically as the passing low-pressure is
generating strong north-easterly wind. 60cm thick slabs are sliding

with pressure test at 800m elevation. Trigger layer being Jan 17t
pre-low pressure snowfall. However, developing snowdrifts and
heavy wind-loads can collapse and slide without any predominant
weak layers. The overall snowfall amount is small, however highly
wind-affected snowdrifts and cornices are very unstable. The
avalanche risk is very high today. The hazard level will remain high
a while after the wind calms down, better not go out of bounds
today. Hazardous conditions in surrounding mountains too. Gates
opening is undecided. Please respect the ski patrol’s decision and
do not duck ropes.

Some troubles have occurred between hikers walking in a closed
ski resort and the cat operation company running in there
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yesterday. Under the Japanese legislation, no ski resort operators
have the right to ban people from hiking up Public Park areas, even
if these hikers were interfering the CAT’s running course, machine
operators have heavier safety responsibilities than walking people.
This information is issued for the sake of resort users stepping out
of bounds, as well as for the same people recreationally entering
Niseko’s surround mountains. Municipality areas, national forest or
Hokkaido forest have no differences in the mountains, and
snowcats and snowmobile are severely restricted in National park
areas. We’re hoping no further troubles would occur on this matter.
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